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A notoriously reclusive artist, Sergio Larrain had a photographic career that was relatively short

before he retreated to the Chilean countryside in the late 1960s to study meditation. Nevertheless,

he is widely celebrated for his experimental process and the raw imagery he produced throughout

Europe and Latin America. His most well-known project, ValparaÃ­so, began in 1957 while he was

traveling with poet Pablo Neruda for Du magazine. When the photographs were first published in

1991, Larrain informed the publishers that he had made his own facsimile of the book, reflecting

how he would have constructed the layout, and now this facsimile is beautifully produced for the first

time in book form. Including text by the celebrated Pablo Neruda as well as correspondence

between Larrain and Henri Cartier-Bresson, ValparaÃ­so presents the long-awaited return of this

rare and renowned body of work.
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...for the decade or so that he was in the world and regularly taking pictures, his work, as amply

illustrated in 'Sergio Larrain' edited by Agnes Sire, was a constant source of wonder.--Luc Sante

"The New York Times Book Review "A book full of beautiful, often bravely experimental street

images, it should go some way towards elevating the reclusive photographer into the canon of

20th-century greats.--Sean O'Hagan "The Guardian "Having been a self-proclaimed Sergio Larrain

junkie for long while, I heard about and waited patiently for this book's release date. I wondered if

there would be images that haven't been published before. I didn't realize that 1/2 the book would



be of images new to me - and the best part is, much of it is even better than the work I had

known.--Jeffrey Ladd "photo-eye "

Sergio Larrain studied at the University of California, Berkeley. Upon his return to Chile he began

taking photographs in the streets of Santiago and Valparaiso; the early purchase of two images by

the Museum of Modern Art, New York, reassured him in his chosen profession. After presenting a

project on los abandonados (street children in Santiago) to Henri Cartier-Bresson, he was invited to

join Magnum in 1960; around this time he also began what would become a legendary project on

Valparaiso with a text by poet Pablo Neruda. Unsure if he was suited to working for the press,

Larrain retreated to the Chilean countryside and dedicated himself to yoga, meditation, and drawing

until his death in February 2012.Pablo Neruda is one of the most celebrated poets of the twentieth

century. Throughout his lifetime he worked as a diplomat for his home country of Chile. He was

awarded a Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971. He died in Chile in 1973.AgnÃ¨s Sire has served as

the director of the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson in Paris since its creation in 2003, where she

oversees exhibitions and publications. Previously, she worked at Galerie Alexandre Iolas and was

art director at Magnum Photos in Paris.

Needs a tighter edit, like the original. Less art piece as I was expecting, and more complete

coverage Larrain's time in Valpo.
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